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This paper examines different applications of
"similarity" and aims to show the importance of the
idea of "similarity" in music analysis. Since the 1950s,
contemporary North American music theories such as
pitch-class set theory and transformation theory have
developed in different ways. The concept of
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"similarity" has been frequently debated among music
theorists, who have applied this concept in different
ways based on different criteria concerning interval
contents. There exists no universal definition of
"similarity"; however, theorists commonly consider
that even pitch-class sets that are not obviously related
by a standard operation, or do not share apparent
properties, may still be described as "related." Debate
surrounding this issue has arisen on the one hand
among critics within the field who insist on logical
coherence in the formation of theoretical constructs,
arguing that the concept of "similarity" is jeopardized
because of its vague definition. On the other hand,
others argue that recent discussions of "similarity"
often put too much emphasis on its mathematical
reasoning. However, the idea of "similarity" was
originally proposed to explain our aural perception of
one interval seeming similar to another. It is important
now that we do not restrict our discussions of
"similarity" within the realm of mathematical
reasoning, but reconsider the original meaning of
audible "similarity" and reevaluate the significance of
the idea.
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A DOFLINEFERR(FE 4 H D offset DIEH) & Z DO 72
B FEE L% 5 FOMBIMEER & OHBIRRA R
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R CHI SN b DO TH D, 5 FOFMLEMETEN .,
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FH 573 Tdh 5, | (Robinson 2006, 2) 72> HH8 U THALL
PRSI L EN B IE - 2 HEER CTIE e <, R e LT d
NHZER2DOTH D, [FEOTERILL 7 A4 oY 77
AXIZE S TH I TS (Quinn 2001 and Samplaski
2005), 1% 5 DOAFFED B I, FREMEOFE O R H 7L D%
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offset SATSIM _PSATSIM IcVSIM _ASIM REL ATMEMB offset SATSIM PSATSIM IcVSIM ASIM REL  ATMEMB
31 31 |0 0.000 0.000 0.000 0000 1.000 1.000 34 310 |2 0.500 0.556 1.155 1.000 0000  0.000
31 32 |1 0.167 0.167 0577 0333  0.604 0.625 344 311 |2 0.167 0.167 0577 0333 0500  0.500
-1 33 |2 0333 0.306 0816 0667 0354 0375 34 3123 0333 0278 1000 0.667 0433 0.500
31 34 |3 0333 0.306 0816 0667 0345 0375 35 35 |0 0.000 0.000 0.000 0000 1.000 1.000
-1 35 |4 0333 0417 0816 0667 0354 0375 35 36 |3 0.500 0.556 1.155 1000 0.000  0.000
-1 36 |2 0333 0.306 1000 0667 0354 0375 35 37 |2 0333 0417 0816  0.667 0250 0250
31 37 |3 0333 0333 1000 0667 0250 0.250 35 38 |1 0333 0.306 0816  0.667 0250 0250
-1 38 |4 0333 0389 1000 0667 0250 0.250 35 39 |1 0333 0.417 0816 0667 0345 0375
-1 39 |5 0333 0333 1155 0667 0250 0.250 35 310 |2 0333 0333 1000 0667 0250 0250
31 3-10 | 4 0.500 0.583 1.291 1000 0.000  0.000 35 311 |2 0333 0389 0816  0.667 0250 0250
31 311 |5 0.500 0472 1.155 1000 0.000  0.000 35 3123 0.500 0.500 1414 1000 0.000  0.000
-1 312 |6 0.500 0417 1.528 1.000 0.000  0.000 36 36 |0 0.000 0.000 0.000 0000 1.000 1.000
32 32 |0 0.000 0.000 0.000 0000 1.000 1.000 36 37 |1 0333 0.306 0816 0667 0354 0375
32 33 |1 0.167 0.139 0577 0333 0500 0.500 36 38 |2 0.167 0250 0577 0333 0604 0625
32 34 |2 0333 0.306 0816 0250 0250 0.250 36 39 |3 0333 0.306 1000 0667 0354 0375
32 35 |3 0333 0417 0816 0667 0250 0250 36 310 |2 0.500 0.556 1.291 1000 0.000  0.000
32 36 |1 0333 0.306 0816 0667 0354 0375 36 311 |3 0333 0333 1000 0667 0250 0250
32 37 |2 0.167 0.167 0577 0333 0500 0.500 36 312 | 4 0.333 0.278 1155 0.667 0433 0.500
32 38 |3 0333 0.389 0816 0667 0250 0250 37 37 |0 0.000 0.000 0.000 0000 1000 1.000
32 39 |4 0333 0333 1000 0667 0250 0.250 37 38 |1 0333 0389 0816  0.667 0250 0250
32 310 |3 0.333 0417 0816 0667 0354 0375 37 39 |2 0.167 0.167 0577 0333  0.604 0625
32 311 |4 0333 0.306 0816 0667 0250 0250 37 310 | 1 0333 0417 0816  0.667 0354 0375
32 3125 0.500 0417 0414 1000 0.000 _ 0.000 37 311 |2 0.167 0.139 0577 0333 0500 0.500
33 33 |0 0.000 0.000 0.000  0.000 1.000 1.000 37 3123 0.500 0417 0.414 1000 0.000  0.000
33 34 |1 0.167 0.167 0577 0333 0500 0.500 38 38 |0 0.000 0.000 0.000 0000 1.000 1.000
33 35 |2 0333 0389 0816 0667 0250 0250 38 39 |1 0333 0389 1000 0667 0250 0250
33 36 |1 0333 0333 1000 0667 0250 0.250 38 310 | 1 0333 0.306 1000 0667 0250 0250
33037 |1 0333 0417 0816 0667 0250 0.250 38 311 |1 0333 0417 0816  0.667 0250 0250
33 38 |2 0333 0417 0816 0667 0250 0250 38 312 |2 0333 0361 1000 0.667 0433 0.500
33 39 |3 0.500 0472 1.155 1000 0.000  0.000 39 39 [0 0.000 0.000 0.000  0.000 1.000 1.000
33 310 |2 0333 0.389 0816 0667 0354 0375 39 310 |2 0.500 0.583 1.291 1000 0.000  0.000
33 311 |3 0.167 0.167 0577 0333 0500 0.500 39 311 |1 0333 0.306 0816  0.667 0354 0375
33 312 | 4 0333 0278 1000 0.667 0433 0.500 39 312 |2 0.500 0417 0.528 1000 0.000  0.000
34 34 |0 0.000 0.000 0.000 0000 1.000 1.000 310 3-10 | 0 0.000 0.000 0.000 0000 1.000 1.000
34 35 |1 0.167 0222 0577 0333 0500 0.500 310 311 | 1 0333 0389 0816 0667 0354 0375
34 36 |2 0333 0333 1000 0667 0250 0.250 310 312 |2 0.500 0.500 1.528 1000 0.000  0.000
34 37 |1 0333 0.306 0816  0.667 0250 0.250 311 311 |0 0.000 0.000 0.000 0000 1.000 1.000
34 38 |1 0333 0.417 0816 0667 0250 0250 311 312 | 1 0333 0278 1000 0.667 0433 0.500
34 39 |2 0333 0.306 0816 0667 0354 0375 312 312 |0 0.000 0.000 0.000  0.000 1.000  1.000
0.662 0.591] 0.709) 0.662 -0.657 -0.647
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