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In 1972, Shiro Kon composed “Polarization for Plexus
of Strings,” which takes the style of a “textural compo-
sition,” for strings and vibraphone. Kon referred to the
sound mass as the “tone plexus.” The tone plexus charac-
terizes the textural composition of Shiro Kon, which can
be described as follows: (1) Instead of using quarter-tone
clusters, a combination of whole-tone and semitone clus-
ters is used; (2) the metrical rhythmic structure, which
is not commonly found in other textural compositions, is
employed in the work; and (3) the work incorporates the
elements characteristic of minimal music, which involves
the simple reiteration of small units such as figures, mo-

tifs, and cells.
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