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Pierre Boulez’s Etude I (1951) and Etude II (1951)
were composed during the course for musique concrete
organized by Pierre Schaeffer at GRMC (Groupe de
In this
same period, Polyphonie X (1949-50) and Structure la

Recherches de Musique Concrete) in 1951.

(1951-52) were composed in pursuit of total serialism.
The works of musique concrete were exactly situated
as extensions of this project. Unfortunately, these two
pieces were dropped from Boulez’s catalogue and for
this reason their materials have been inaccessible apart
from recordings. This paper, based on sketches and
manuscripts conserved at the Paul Sacher Stiftung, is a
first attempt to reconstruct the formal structure of Etude

I and to analyse the process with respect to how serial

technique was incorporated into tape montage.
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