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Poesie pour pouvoir (1958) by P. Boulez, premiered at
the Festival of Donaueschingen, is a piece for voice based
on the poem of the same name by Henri Michaux, for
electronic sounds (tape) and orchestra. The part for elec-
tronic sounds was created in the local studio of the SWF
(Freiburg), but there is no analysis available. In this pa-
per, I analyse the process of electronic montage with the
recomposition achieved through the study of manuscripts
and sketches conserved in the Paul Sacher Foundation,
and examine the musical relations of text (voice), elec-
tronic sounds and orchestra. The recitation by M. Bouquet
plays a central role in the form of a junction between the
electronic sounds and the orchestra, and the integration
of these three elements is realized by the sonic spatializa-
tion. This assimilation enables the musical transmutation
of Michaux’s text.
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