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The composition "Wake up, Japanese Citizens!" by the
author is a work utilizing synthesized voices generated
by speech synthesis technology, with four tablet devices
each delivering distinct words. These synthesized voices,
through manipulation of pitch and playback speed as well
as overlapping textures, create a choral-like sonic expres-
sion, exploring the moment when speech transforms into
a musical material.

This work draws on several theoretical and historical
contexts: the long-standing debate on the intelligibility of
song lyrics dating back to the 16th century, Sakonda’s ob-
servations of the transition from electronic sound to speech,
and Kurosaki’s discourse on “the voice as PLAYed.” Build-
ing on these discussions, this work investigates how mean-
ingful sounds—voices—can transform into pure sounds

as musical materials, and how synthesized voices acquire
new layers of meaning.

This paper aims to shed light on the musical transfor-
mation of voice, highlighting the novel possibilities and
significance that speech synthesis technology offers to mu-

sical expression.
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